
Colossians 1.1-14 
 1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 
 

 2To the holy and faithful[a] brothers in Christ at Colosse:  
      Grace and peace to you from God our Father.[b] 
 

 3We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for 
you, 4because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you 
have for all the saintsτ 5the faith and love that spring from the hope that is 
stored up for you in heaven and that you have already heard about in the 
word of truth, the gospel 6that has come to you. All over the world this gospel 
is bearing fruit and growing, just as it has been doing among you since the day 
you heard it and understood God's grace in all its truth. 7You learned it from 
Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on our[c] 
behalf, 8and who also told us of your love in the Spirit. 
 

 9For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped 
praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will 
through all spiritual wisdom and understanding. 10And we pray this in order 
that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: 
bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 11being 
strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may 
have great endurance and patience, and joyfully 12giving thanks to the Father, 
who has qualified you[d] to 
share in the inheritance of 
the saints in the kingdom of 
light. 13For he has rescued 
us from the dominion of 
darkness and brought us 
into the kingdom of the Son 
he loves, 14in whom we 
have redemption,[e] the 
forgiveness of sins. 

Impact notes 

7.30 Start. Recap names, offer drinks/food. 
7.40 · Give out sheets with passage on and pens. Explain what Impact isτwe read the bible
 and ask God to cause what we read to impact and change us (include bible analogy?),
 and also want to encourage one another to keep living the Christian life. 
 ϊ ¢Ŝƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ L ƭŜŀŘ ǊǳōōƛǎƘƭȅΣ LΩŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪΗ 
 · If folk feel uncomfortable sharing their thoughts in discussion or praying or reading 
 ŀƭƻǳŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻτbut they should feel that here is a safe place to do so, and 
 ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƛǘΩŘ ōŜ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǎǳŎƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ΨƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ƎƻΩ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ƛǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ 
 encouraging to someone else or a question someone else has... 
 

7.45 Pray. 
7.48 Describe yourself in one sentenceτǳǎƛƴƎ ΨŀƴŘΩ at most once. 
 .ǊŀƛƴǎǘƻǊƳΥ ǿƘŜǊŜ Řƻ ȅƻǳ όκΨǇŜƻǇƭŜΩύ ŦƛƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ identity? How does that affect the 
 way you live? (WB) 
7.55 Read the passage, a few verses each. 
7.58 Colossians was written to a group of new Christians who had formed a church in 
 Colossae. Quick quiz: what major countries/cities surrounded Colossae? What kind of 
 effect do you think this might have had on the people/church there? What 
 temptations might have faced them? 
8.05 What words/phrases does Paul use to describe the Colossian Christians (vv1-14)? (P) 
8.08 How do these things affect the way they live? (P) ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪΚ 
 

8.14 Summary: Who we believe we are affects how we live. If we are Christians, the fact 
 that Jesus has rescued us should affect our priorities. (P) 
 

8.15 Paul prays for the Colossian Christians in vv9-14. What things does he pray? 
 ώtǳǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƴ ΨƻǊŘŜǊΩϐ (WB) 
 

  DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜǎŎǳŜ όмоύ  Collossian Christians (4) 
 

  Spiritual Wisdom (9)  Filled with wisdom, knowledge, understanding (9) 
 

  Strengthened by God (11)  Live a life worth of the Lord (10) 
 

      Fruitful (10) 
 

  DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜǎŎǳŜ όмоύ  Thankful (12)   Joyful (11)   Patiently enduring (11) 
 

      DƻŘΩǎ tƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ (10) 
 

8.20 tǊŀȅŜǊΥ ǿŜ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ LƳǇŀŎǘ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǊŜŀŘ ƛƴ 
 the passageτǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǳǎΦ !ǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴȅ ǿŀȅǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ 
 you would like us to pray for you? (Share personally) People can take it in turns, then, 
 ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅ ŀƭƻǳŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǊŜŀŘΦ LΩƭƭ ǇǊŀȅ ƭŀǎǘΦ 
 

8.30 CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ƴŜȄǘ ǿŜŜƪ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǾǾмс-2.5. The Impact challenge is that you read the 
 whole  ƻŦ /ƻƭƻǎǎƛŀƴǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ м ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ŀ ŘŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƳŀȅōŜ Ƨƻǘ Řƻǿƴ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ 
 two thoughts on vv16-2.5, or circle/underline bits that stick out, to encourage us all 
 ǿƛǘƘ ƴŜȄǘ ǿŜŜƪΦΦΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ LƳǇŀŎǘΣ ŦŜŜƭ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ƘŀƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎǳǇǇŀΦ 

Footnotes: 
a. 1.2 Or believing 
b. 1.2 Some manuscripts Father  
       and the Lord Jesus Christ 
c. 1.7 Some manuscripts your 
d. 1.12 Some manuscripts us 
e. 1.14 A few late manuscripts  
       redemption through his blood. 




